CONCEPT-BASED UNIT OF STUDY
Theme

Fairy Tales: Cinderella
Disciplines Involved: Language Arts/ Mathematics/ Social Studies/ Geography/Visual / Performing Arts
Concept: Cultures and Relationships
Compare and contrast different versions of Cinderella from three different countries:  China, Africa, and Russia
Brief Summary
Similarities are seen in the construction, social issues, and morals of fairy tales (various versions of Cinderella). Values, beliefs, citizenship, stereotypes, bias, and perspective will be explored through the investigation of common fairy tales such as Cinderella.
Essential Understandings	
· Cultures teach values, beliefs and citizenship through fairy tales
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Everything is interrelated: people/environment
· All relationships are purposeful
· Relationships change over time
· Different cultures have different versions of similar stories
· Stereotypes/bias can be perpetuated through the telling of fairy tales
· Moral of the story can change, by examining the perspective of different characters, as well as examining the beliefs of each culture
 
Critical Ouestions
· Why do cultures use fairy tales to teach morals, values, and beliefs?
· How do beliefs and values vary from culture to culture, as identified in Cinderella?   
· What are the similarities among different cultures’ versions of the same tale?
· How do fairy tales affect the reinforcement of stereotypes and bias?
· How does changing the narrative perspective influence the reader's perception of the characters?

Activities to build understanding
· Student will read multiple versions of Cinderella from different countries
· Discussion will follow readings 
· Identify various values and beliefs from different versions
· Identify various stereotypes and biases across different cultures
· Relate story concepts and morals to current social issues
Cultural Concept Based Thematic Unit
The theme for this literature focused unit centers around the story of Cinderella. This unit will provide GT/Enrichment students with the opportunity to study one of the most time honored fairy tales, and see how other cultures tell the same story according to their traditions. The students will explore various Cinderella stories from all over the world, and apply what they have read in a wide variety of activities.
Additional Activities
· Students will pinpoint on a map the different locations of the countries that the Cinderella stories we are reading originate. This will provide a visual aid for the students to see where the Cinderella story has been passed, and how many different versions there are.
· The class will be split up into even groups. Each of those groups will put on a play or a puppet show of their favorite version of Cinderella. This provides a creative way for the students to relate to the different characters in the Cinderella  stories.
· Each of the groups of students will choose two different versions of Cinderella, and complete a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting the different elements of the two versions. This will help the students notice continuing themes and differences between Cinderella stories from different cultures.
· After reading “That Awful Cinderella”, each student will write their own version of a Cinderella story from a different characters perspective such as the prince, stepmother, fairy godmother, or stepsisters. The students will also make a cover, binding, and an author auto-biography for their story. This will help show the students' understanding of the story from a completely different angle.
· After reading several versions of Cinderella, the students will write in their journals discussing which story they liked the best. The students will include what elements are located in all of the stories, why they like one version over the other, and some unique cultural elements that stand out in the different stories.
· Students will complete a character analysis of their choice. They will fill out a character map on that specific person, and then write an acrostic poem containing those characteristics.
· Students will be able to write about the Cinderella story from a different characters perspective.
· Students will be able to represent information gathered from the class in a graph and explain the results.
· Students will be able to locate different countries on a map and pinpoint them.
· Students will be able to act out their own version of Cinderella through play-acting to demonstrate comprehension of cultures, 
relationships,   and character development.  
· Students will take a tally of every student's shoe size in the class. In their groups, the students will construct a bar graph representing the various class shoe sizes. Then each graph will "make their graph talk" according to the information provided. Each student in the groups will fill out a phrase bubble to go with their graph. *Extension: Students will take a sampling of shoe sizes from their general education classes.
· Students will be able to use their creativity to make their own version of Cinderella's slipper to be displayed around the school.
· Book baskets will be available for the students to read extra versions that we are not covering in class during individual reading time, or free time.
Books
· Cinderella retold by Fred Crump Jr.
· Cinderella translated by Marcia Brown
· Cinderella Chant by Orin Cochrane
· Cindy Ellen: A Wild Western Cinderella by Susan Lowell
· Dinorella: A Prehistoric Fairy Tale by Pamela Duncan Edwards
· Fair, Brown, and Trembling: An Irish Cinderella Story by Jude Daly
· Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale by John Steptoe
· That Awful Cinderella by Dr. Alvin Granowsky [image: ] The Egyptian Cinderella by Shirley Climo
· The Golden Slipper: A Vietnamese Legend retold by Darrell
Lum
· The Irish Cinderlad by Shirley Climo
· The Korean Cinderella by Shirley Climo
· The Persian Cinderella by Shirley Climo
· The Rough Face Girl by Rafe Martin
· Vasilissa the Beautiful: A Russian Folktale adapted by
Elizabeth Winthrop
· Yell-Shen: A Cinderella Story from China retold by Ai-Ling Louie

Essential Ouestions: Based on Bloom's Taxonomv
1. How would you describe Cinderella? (Knowledge)
2. Who were the main characters throughout all of the different versions of Cinderella? (Knowledge)
3. What is the main idea or moral of the Cinderella stories?
(Comprehension)
4. How would you compare and contrast Cinderella to her stepsisters? (Comprehension)
5. What examples can you find to support why the Prince always ended up with Cinderella? (Application)
6. What would result if Cinderella had not have lost her shoe? (Application)
7. What questions would you ask in an interview with the wicked
Stepmother, or any other favorite character? (Application)
8. What are the parts or features of Cinderella stories? (Analysis)
9. What is the relationship between the Cinderella stories from different cultures? (Analysis)
10.Can you think of an original way for the Prince to find Cinderella? (Synthesis)
11. What would happen if the glass slipper fit one of
Cinderella's stepsisters' feet? (Synthesis)
12.What is your opinion of how Cinderella was treated in each of the stories? (Evaluation)
Research
· Students will locate, organize and use information from various sources to answer questions, solve problems, and communicate ideas.
· Students will apply acquired information, concepts and ideas to communicate in a variety of formats. 
· Students will analyze and evaluate information acquired from various sources.

Differentiation
Due to the variety of grade levels, within the GT/Enrichment Program, differentiation ensures that activities will be levelized accordingly.
 
 
Academic Standards
Language Arts
· The students will: Compare and contrast information the same topic after reading several passages or articles.
· Write narratives (stories) that: 
· Include ideas, observations, or memories of an event or experience -provide a context to allow the reader to imagine the world of the event or experience
-use concrete sensory details
[image: ] The students will: Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the adventures of one character type. Tell why there are similar tales in different cultures.
Mathematics
[image: ] The students will Use a variety of methods, such as words, numbers, symbols, charts, graphs, tables, diagrams, tools, and models to solve problems, justify arguments, and make conjectures.
Social Studies
[image: ] The students will: Use latitude and longitude to locate places in Alabama and other parts of the world.
Theatre
[image: ] The students will: Create a short dramatic scene from narrative literature.
 
Culminating Activities [image: ]Visual Arts
School Wide Contest: GT/Enrichment and general education students will design and decorate a "Magical Slipper" that represents what Cinderella may wear- using beads, ribbon, thread, jewels, paint, and any other materials needed.
These slippers will be displayed in the school hallway. The contest winner will be announced during the student performance of Cinderella and his/her "Magical Slipper" will be presented to the audience. Performng Arts: Cinderella Production
GT/Enrichment students will write, choreograph, and perform the MES/RMS version of Walt Disney's Cinderella. This 2-hour production will incorporate previous elements from the Cinderella unit. Students will perform for grades K-4, parents, and members of the community. All aspects of stage craft (props, sound, lights, and costumes) will be executed by GT/Enrichment students. * Two GT students from MHS will serve as members of the stage crew.
Experiential Education: Camp McDowell
During the month of May, cast members will travel to Camp McDowell for three days of culminating activities which showcase the development of team unity. Students will participate in physical/mental challenge activities; designed to test their personal limits. Additionally, group reflection time will focus on relationships developed throughout the year. Essential understandings will be discussed:
Everything is interdependent with others and the environment; All relationships are purposeful (Characters in Cinderella and cast members);
Relationships change over time (Discuss how relationships in Cinderella and/or relationships among cast members have changed over time.);
Cast members will perform excerpts from Cinderella for the staff and other campers at Camp McDowell.
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